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UPDATE 

With the passage of the Infrastructure and Jobs Act, this was a big month for AMI members. Lobbyit was 

thrilled to see the inclusion of provisions for coastal waterfronts, port infrastructure improvements, and 

port electrification included in the final infrastructure bill.  

We anticipate seeing a House vote on the Build Back Better Act soon, but our team continues to work 

closely with key Senate offices as the negotiations drag on. From what we’ve learned in conversations 

with the Senate, their version of the bill could be quite different from the House version. 

Below is an outline of key provisions in the House version of the Build Back Better Act and in the final 

infrastructure bill which could benefit AMI members.  

Build Back Better Act House Rules Print 

• Funding for offshore wind and other marine renewable energy research and development.  

• $6 billion to NOAA for grants that conserve, restore, and protect coastal and marine habitats to 
increase climate resilience of coastal communities or sustain coastal and marine resource-
dependent communities. 

• Funding for workforce development through industry and sector partnership grants. 

• $25 million to the Bureau of Reclamation for competitive grants for the planning, design, and 
construction of projects that make major repairs to water delivery canals in need of emergency 
restoration. 

• $300 million to NOAA to construct or replace aging facilities that need replacement, including 
piers, marine operations facilities, fisheries laboratories, and other laboratories. 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 

• $16.6 billion investment in waterway and coastal infrastructure, inland waterway 
improvements, port infrastructure, and land ports of entry through the Army Corps of 
Engineers, Department of Transportation, Coast Guard, General Services Administration, and 
Department of Homeland Security.       

• Increases funding for the Port Infrastructure Development Program to $450 million. Newly 
eligible projects include improvements to address sea-level rise, flooding and/or extreme 
weather, port electrification, and procuring new equipment. 

• Provides funding for the installment of electric vehicle and alternative refueling infrastructure 
(worded broadly enough that this could include boats). 

• Increases funding for recreational boating safety programs. 



 
• Expansion of the Sport Fish Restoration Program to allow for use of funds to improve 

nonmotorized access at waterway entry points. 

National Flood Insurance Program Reauthorization 

Two weeks ago, Senators Menendez (D-NJ) and Cassidy (R-LA) and Congressmembers Pallone (D-NJ) and 
Higgins (R-LA) introduced the NFIP Reauthorization and Reform Act (S 3128/HR 5802). Their bill would 
reauthorize NFIP for five years and includes structural changes to protect policyholders from exorbitant 
premium hikes from the new Risk Rating 2.0 system by capping annual increases at 9%, provide a 
means-tested voucher for low and middle income homeowners, freezes interest payments on NFIP 
debt, caps and increases oversight over Write Your Own (WYO) companies and compensation, increases 
the maximum limit for ICC coverage, provides funding to mitigate flood risk, addresses more accurate 
mapping, and reforms the claims and appeals process.  

LOOKING AHEAD 

With NFIP currently only running with a temporary extension until December 3rd, we will be keeping AMI 

apprised of all debate around a long term reauthorization so that members can be updated on any 

major changes to the program that may arise. The latest we’ve heard from Senators Menendez and 

Cassidy is that there is a push to delay the implementation of the new Risk Rating 2.0 system 

temporarily until reforms can be implemented. We continue to closely track negotiations around the 

Build Back Better Act as they approach a final deal.  

 


